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Scott had given his men the best dinner that the
commissary could supply and was marching them
into a meadow in the cool of the summer afternoon
for drill and review. The celebration, however,
was interrupted by firing and confusion among the
militia who happened to be in front, and Scott
rushed his brigade forward to take the brunt of the
heavy assault. General Jacob Brown rode by at
a gallop, waving his hat and cheerily shouting,
"You will have a battle/' He was hurrying to
bring up his other forces, but meanwhile Scott's
column crossed a bridge at the double-quick and
faced the enemy's batteries.

Exposed, taken by surprise, and outnumbered,
Winfield Scott and his regiments were nevertheless
equal to the occasion. A battalion was sent to
cover one flank in the dense woodland, while the
main body drove straight for the columns of British
infantry and then charged with bayonets at sixty
paces. The American ranks were steady and un-
broken although they were pelted with musketry
fire, and they smashed a British counter-charge
by three regiments before it gained momentum.
Handsomely fought and won, it was not a decisive
battle and might be called no more than a skirmish
but its significance was highly important, for at